
Please check our RMS 
Web Site. All TEAM sites are up 

and running. 
www.bps101.net 

Click on RMS under schools 

 

Give us your e-mail 
addressé 

If you would like to be added to our  
e-mail list or have changed your 
email address, please type it out 

and send it to 
mischelle.frega@bps101.net. E-mail 
addresses will not be published in 

the Student Directory or shared with 
anyone outside of school. 

 
Email addresses seem to change 

frequently. Please let us know when 
YOUR email address changes! 

 

 

 

Sam Rotolo Middle School of Batavia 

PPAARREENNTT  NNEEWWSSLL EETTTTEERR  

OCTOBER 2007 
 

Principally Speakingé 

 

I recently heard that some of our parents were 

unaware of the change in RMS administration.  

So, let me take some time to reintroduce myself 

to the community.  This is my 16
th
 year in this 

school district.  My previous assignment has 

been as Assistant 

Principal for Student 

Services at RMS.  I had 

shared the responsibility 

of closing the old 

Batavia Junior High 

School where our 

fabulous library now 

sits.  A tremendous 

history of academic 

success was established 

in that building.  I am 

an NIU alum having 

completed both my 

undergaduate and 

graduate work there.  

Previous to the world of 

school administration, I 

worked for several years 

as a special education 

teacher in the now 

booming town of 

Huntley, and for the 

Little City Foundation 

in Palatine.  Those 

positions seem like a 

lifetime ago. 

 

It is with a great sense of pride and ownership 

that I accepted the position of interim principal 

in late June.  This is an outstanding community 

with a fine tradition of high education 

expectations and school district support.  I fully 

understand these demanding expectations and 

accept the work load that comes with it.  I 

understand the degree to which our teachers 

work to provide high quality classroom 

instruction for our students.  I know that we are 

doing outstanding things, yet understand that we 

can strive to improve.  It is our goal to address 

the ever changing social and emotional needs of 

the adolescent learner 

and yet have them 

extend their reach to 

their fullest academic 

potential.  This is a 

difficult age.  Many 

suggest it is THE most 

difficult age.  At no 

other stage in schooling 

could one see such 

gigantic physical and 

emotional differences in 

children of the same 

chronological age.  Let 

us not forget that while 

many middle school 

students begin to look 

like young adults, they 

are still young children.  

We need to provide 

additional, yet guided 

responsibilities, room to 

explore and question 

social norms, and the 

structure to grow 

academically.  It is these 

needs that make the age so challenging, yet so 

exciting!  Those who teach middle level students 

wouldnôt give it up for anything.  I know I 

wouldnôt. 

 

Just a couple of notes from past experienceð

when the weather gets cold, rainy and snowy, 

please be sure to allow plenty of time to get to 

http://www.bps101.net/
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school before that first class bell rings.  The 

school driveway backs way up as does the main 

entrance off and on to Raddant Road.  If you 

must drive, consider dropping your child off at 

another, yet nearby location. 

 

At progress report card time, always bring 

questions to the teacher/teams first.  That will 

always be my first reponse to questions related 

to school success.  The most success and best 

information comes from working directly with 

these individuals. 

 

There are a wealth of things going on at RMS.  

It is exciting to see classrooms filled with active 

learning.  It is exicting to see gyms and athletic 

fields filled with healthy activity.  It is a pleasure 

to hear the sounds of the orchesta, bands, and 

chorus.  Our hallways are beginning to be filled 

with student art work.  Letôs continue with our 

outstanding school year. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stephen Maciejewski 

Principal 

 

 

Curriculum Corner  

 

Many wonderful things are happening at 

RMS this school year. To begin the year, we  

celebrated our past with a visit down 

memory lane at the Faculty Meeting on 

Monday, Oct. 1
st
.  Many people ñfrom the 

pastò were present including Sam Rotolo 

himself! We  looked at and celebrated all of 

the rich experiences that transformed 

Batavia Junior High into Rotolo ñMiddle 

Schoolò.   

 

Throughout the year, we will revisit what it 

means to be an exemplary middle school. 

(We received the Horizon School to Watch 

Award recently from AIMS). 

This will be done by re-establishing an 

Advisory Curriculum to revamp the goals 

and activities that we cover during the 

Advisory period. We will especially look at 

aligning our goals to the state 

social/emotional learning standards. An 

additional focus continues to be infusing the 

Pillars of Character throughout the district 

and helping students internalize these 

characteristics. 

 

The other initiative related to ñrevisiting the 

middle school philosophyò will be to 

increase curricular connections between our 

Exploratory department and the academic 

teams. This is what is referred to as 

ñinterdisciplinary studiesò. We are very 

proud of our Exploratory department and the 

many curricular connections that are already 

happening, many that have been in place for 

years. This year, our aim is simply to 

explore new connections and further expand 

the interdisciplinary ties that enhance 

student learning. 

 

We are very excited about sharing these 

ideas with students and having them help in 

the planning and implementation. We love 

your children! They are creative, insightful, 

and a wealth of knowledge. Thanks for 

sharing them with us! 

 

Dr. Carol Weimer 

Assistant Principal 
 

 

SCHOOL SAFETY INFORMATION 
 

During the past several years, we have spent a 

good amount of time, energy, and money 

planning and implementing new safety and 

security measures and developing a crisis plan. 

These actions are aimed at keeping our students 

and staff as safe as we possibly can and being 

able to react appropriately to crisis situations. 

 

Rotolo Middle School is staffed with a full-time 

Police Liaison Officer who works with building 

administration in dealing with students who pose 

a threat to others or who break the law. Our 

Officer will also work in a pro-active manner 

with students to help prevent acts of violence in 

our school. 
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Most of the time during the day, teachers 

monitor halls. A cell phone is available to 

teachers to take with them on field trips or other 

times when students/teams are out of the 

building. Signs have been posted in classrooms 

with the phone number of the Illinois State 

Police Violence Prevention Hotline. An RMS 

Tip Line is also available and that phone number 

is also posted in every classroom. As in all 

Batavia School District buildings, RMS staff 

members wear ID Badges and all guests must 

register in the Main Office and obtain a visitorôs 

badge so that we can more readily identify an 

adult who may not belong in our building. The 

RMS Main Office area is designed so that all 

members of the public must enter the building 

through the Main Office. All other doors are 

locked or monitored during the school day. 

 

A Safety and Security Manual has been prepared 

for staff which addresses procedures for teachers 

to follow in a variety of situations. All teachers 

have also been provided a one page summary 

emergency card for their own use as well as to 

provide the information to substitute teachers. 

Procedures for numerous potential safety issues 

are included in this manual. Examples include: 

fire, tornado, lock down, evacuation, etc.  

 

In addition to our usual fire and tornado 

emergency drills, we have students practice a 

lockdown and school evacuation drill. The 

 evacuation drill entails having students evacuate 

the building to a pre-designated place. We have 

chosen the subdivision across the street for our 

designated area. Our intent in having these drills 

is not to scare or frighten our students, but raise 

their awareness for the need to practice 

procedures to make them more safe if anything 

ever did happen. 

 

If you have any questions concerning our school 

safety plans or procedures, please feel free to 

contact one of the building administrators. 

 

 

Bike Path Safety Advisory 
 

The bike path is a public area and parents are 

encouraged to arrange for the safety of their 

RMS child(ren) using the bike path to walk to 

and from school. Although there is some adult 

supervision on the bike path on occasion with 

RMS staff and the Batavia Police, it is not 

possible to fully supervise all areas of the bike 

path. We highly recommend that students who 

use the bike path to walk to and from school 

walk with at least one friend. 

 

Students who ride their bikes to school should 

make sure they enter school property via the 

bike path.  Students should NOT ride their bikes 

from Raddant Road to the RMS entrance road.  

This is where buses and auto traffic is the 

heaviest.  Students should turn off Raddant Road 

onto the bike path and then enter the RMS 

property on the asphalt road off the bike path 

that leads to the bike racks. 

  

 

HELP FROM THE OFFICE ï 

Frequently Asked óHow Toô 

Questions: 
 

Get a message to my child?  If it is an 

emergency, call the school and we will give 

your child the message.  Please discuss after 

school transportation issues and other plans 

before your child leaves for school.  

 

Get my child his/her lunch, classwork, PE 

uniform, musical instrument, etc.? Remind 

your child that if they forget something, it is 

their responsibility to ask their teachers if they 

can come to the Main Office to see if you 

brought it in for them. They should know that 

this can be requested any time during the day. 

EX: If you drop off missing item in the a.m. for 

a p.m. class, your child should continue to check 

during the school day for the missing item. We 

are attempting to minimize interruptions to the 

classroom.  Consider keeping some ñemergency 

lunch moneyò in your childôs backpack in the 

event you are unable to get a forgotten lunch to 

them.  RMS is unable to issue lunch IOUôs the 

way the grade schools have done.  
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Get my child / children out of class for an 

appointment / early dismissal  ? Write a note  

explaining what time you would like your child 

released from class, for what reason, and please 

sign it. Have your child bring the note to a 

secretary in the Main Office the morning of the 

appointment / dismissal. We then give them a 

ñgreen passò with their name and the time they 

need to leave class. We give your child an extra 

5 minutes to arrive in the Main Office in order to 

be waiting for you to come in and sign them out 

of the building. EX: Jane Doe needs to leave at 

10:30 for an appt. She gets a pass for 10:25 to 

come to the Main Office. We explain to the 

child that we do not call them down from class. 

It is their responsibility to watch the clock, show 

the teacher they have a pass, the teacher will 

sign it and your child should be waiting for you 

in the office area for you sign out.  All children 

returning to the building must stop back in the 

Main Office and be signed  back in. 

 

Please ask your child, if they do try to call you 

during the school day, to leave a message at 

home or on your cell phone.  Students frequently 

hang up without leaving a message, and a parent 

sees the school number on their caller ID, and 

then returns the call, wondering who called and 

why they were called.  Students could be calling 

from a classroom, Student Services, or the Main 

Office.  It is difficult for staff to know what is 

happening if we do not know why a student has 

been trying to reach you. 

 

Child home sick or going to be late for 

school?  

 

Please call 879-4671éé 

RMS Attendance Line. 
 
This number is located on the front cover of 

student telephone directory, in bold print, also in 

your childôs agenda/planner and on our building 

website. Your child must be called in every day 

they will be gone or late for school.  This phone 

line is on an answering machine from 3:30 pm 

until 9:00 am. If it is busy it will switch to 

another answering machine .  

 

More information is located in your childôs 

student planner. Check it out on our website 

www.bps101.net.  Click  on RMS under 

schools. 
 

Lost and Foundé.. 
We have a number of lost and found items in 

Student Service area. If your child is missing 

anything from papers to eyeglasses, have them 

check in that area anytime during the school 

year. Please note:   We donate these items four 

times a year. We place them out in the hallway 

for student / parents to pick-up during parent-

teacher conference time, before winter break, 

before spring break and at the end of the school 

year. We donate all unclaimed items to Batavia 

Clothes Closet. Eye glasses go to the Batavia 

Lions Club. 

 

Parent Advisory Council Members 
 

Parent Advisory Council members meet with the 

building staff to provide parental input into the 

decisions of the school. In addition to 

committees which work towards accomplishing 

a variety of goals and activities, the Parent 

Advisory Committee will be giving input on a 

number of important topics this year. PAC 

members work with staff on our School 

Improvement Plan ï identifying areas of 

strength and areas which need improvement.  

 

The first meeting of the RMS Parent Advisory 

Council will be held on Tuesday, October 9
th,  

2007 at 6:30PM in Room #230 .  If you are 

interested in joining this group, please contact 

the principal, Mr. Maciejewski at 879-4620 or 

email him at Stephen.Maciejewski@bps101.net. 

 

If you are new to the area or just new to Rotolo 

Middle School, the Parent Ambassador 

Committee is here to help.  As part of the Parent 

Advisory Council (PAC), we try to contact all 

new student families to welcome them to RMS 

and to answer any questions you may have. 

 

 

A Statement from the RMS 

Parent Advisory Council 

http://www.bps101.net/
mailto:Stephen.Maciejewski@bps101.net
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The Rotolo Middle School Parent Advisory 

Council supports the school in its discipline 

policies.  As parents, we must show our 

children that we respect their teachers and 

administrators.  If a problem should arise 

and you as a parent do not agree with the 

schoolôs decision, please model positive 

problem-solving skills. Contact the school 

and consider both sides of the issue before 

making a judgment. 

 

Notes from the Nurse 
 

In conjunction with the nurse, our physical 

education teachers have asked that any doctorôs 

notes excusing a student from PE be brought 

directly to the nurse.  She will then make sure 

that the PE teacher receives a copy as well. 

 

 

Money to help RMS 
 

Shop at Target, use the Target Visa Card and 

1% of your purchase will be donated to Sam 

Rotolo Middle School. You might not think that 

is very much, é but we just received a check for 

over $900.00. If you do not have a Target 

Charge Card, you can apply on line at 

Target.com or at a store near you. Make sure 

they know the ID-#45153 for Sam Rotolo 

Middle School. If you already have a  card, 

please check to make sure the correct school is 

receiving 1% from our purchase. Thank you.  

or 

 
RMS ñMcCare Nightsò at McDonaldôs 

Every 3
rd
 Wednesday of the month is RMS 

McCare Night at our local Batavia McDonaldôs. 

When you are done purchasing your food, ask 

your server to drop your receipt in the collection 

box. We receive a percentage of  the eveningôs 

sales. Thank you for your help! 

 

Magazine Money Goes For??? 
 

Hopefully, you have renewed all of your 

magazine subscriptions latelyé from your child.   

In the past few years we have raised 

approximately $30,000 per year to fund a variety 

of equipment and activities. Money raised has 

paid for volleyball standards, PE scrimmage 

jerseys, recess equipment, dictionaries for every 

classroom, novel sets for each grade level, books 

for the LMC, cassette recorders, tack strip in the 

hallways to hang student work, shelving for the 

art rooms, drama costume storage, computers, 

overhead projectors, Bulldog Biscuit prizes, 

funding of the Peer Mediation Program, and 

sending RMS student teams to contests such as 

Problem Solving Club. 

 

Please support our RMS Magazine Drive!  

Orders can always be placed on line at 

www.QSP.com. 

 

 
   

REMINDER OF SCHOOL BOARD 

POLICY ON PROMOTION / 

RETENTION 
Parents and students are reminded of the 

District #101 Promotion / Retention Policy 

in effect. Key elements of the policy that 

impact middle school students include: 

 
Å A student shall not be promoted based 

upon age or any other social reason 

unrelated to academic performance. 

Å The decision to promote or not promote a 

student to the next grade level or the 

necessity for other forms of remediation or 

assistance shall rest solely with the 

administration and professional staff. 

Å With few exceptions (e.g. special 

education students), the decision to 

promote or not promote a RMS student to 

the next grade level or the necessity for 

other forms of remediation or assistance 

will be based on student performance in 

the following areas: 

 - Successful completion of the grade 

level curriculum 

 - Satisfactory attendance 

 - Performance on the ISAT tests (7
th
 & 

8
th
 graders) 

 - Performance on Standardized Tests 

 - Performance on local assessments 

 - Other performance standards or test 

standards as may be developed or 

http://www.qsp.com/
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established by administration and 

professional staff 

 

Potential actions for students who do not 

meet the above standards include but are not 

limited to: 

Å Retention in the same grade level 

Å Required summer school 

 

For students who are not achieving 

appropriately and meeting the above 

standards, Rotolo Middle School staff will be 

clearly and regularly communicating this lack 

of progress to the student and his/her 

parents/guardians. This communication will be 

in the form of parent/teacher conferences, 

progress reports, report cards, and other 

written communications. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this policy 

and its impact on your child, please feel free to 

contact your childôs Advisory teacher, your 

childôs counselor, or a building administrator. 

 

Exploratory Progress Reportsé 

 
Every RMS student receives an Academic 

Progress Report. However, students will receive 

an Exploratory Progress Report only for classes 

where they are receiving a grade of ñCò or 

below, where there is a specific concern by the 

teacher, or where the teacher wishes to 

communicate to the parents about an unusually 

good or unique accomplishment. If you do not 

receive a Progress Report from a particular 

exploratory teacher, this is an indication that 

your child is doing satisfactory ñBò or better 

work during the previous six week period. If an 

Exploratory Progress Report is completed by the 

teacher of a particular class, your child is 

expected to bring it home on the same day as the 

Academic Progress Report, have you sign it, and 

return it to the Exploratory teacher. If you wish 

more specific information on any particular 

exploratory class in which your child is enrolled, 

please feel free to call the school and ask to 

speak with that teacher. 

 

MEET THE NEW RMS STAFFé 

 

Another returning Batavia graduate! 

Erik Jonathan graduated from BHS 

in 2000 and moved on to Aurora 

University to study education and 

history.  Erik has lived in the 

community for many years and has 

coached 7
th
 and 8

th
 grade boys 

basketball for 7 years and coached 

7
th
 and 8

th
 grade girls basketball for 

2 years.  He is very excited to come 

back to RMS and is looking forward 

to an excellent year on Team 6-5, 

covering Mrs. Mammingaôs 

maternity leave. 

 

Speech-Language Pathology is a 

second career for Lori Nelson.  After 

22 years as a registered nurse, she 

earned an undergraduate and a 

graduate degree in Speech-Language 

Pathology at NIU.  Lori previously 

worked with children and adults in a 

therapy clinic.  She has a specific 

interest in language and social 

developments of persons with Autism 

Spectrum Disorders.  Lori lives in 

Geneva with her husband and two 

sons.  She enjoys reading, dog-

training, and ballroom dancing as 

hobbies.  Lori is delighted to be 

working at RMS! 

 

Jody Stoneberg returns to RMS 

teaching 8
th
 grade social studies and 

literature for Julia Schaefferôs 

maternity leave.  Jody brings a 

variety of experience as a teacher, 

having worked in the district for the 

past 12 years.  She received her 
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undergraduate degree from 

Augustana College, and her masters 

degree in education from Aurora 

University.  Jody and her husband 

Roger have lived in Batavia for 20 

years with their children Ryan, 

Jason, and Lisa.  In addition to 

teaching, Jody enjoys spending time 

with family and friends in Door 

County, WI where she enjoys 

swimming, tennis, hiking, kayaking 

and reading. 

 

Jennifer Fickers is looking forward 

to working at RMS as a Mid-Valley 

Special Education teacher for grades 

6, 7, and 8.  She received her BA 

degree from Marquette University, 

and an MA in Special Education frm 

Roosevelt University.  She lives in St. 

Charles with her three children, sons 

ages 15 and 13, and her daughter 

who is 12. 

 

Gayle Frejlich is the new physical 

education teacher.  She taught the 

previous two years at Glenwood 

Academy, an alternative school in 

DuPage County.  After graduating 

from North Park University in 1986, 

she was a stay-at-home mom for 

many years.  She then attended 

North Central College to obtain a 

teaching certificate.  Gayle also has 

been a fitness instructor at a local 

YMCA for eight years.  She lives in 

Glen Ellyn with her three high 

school-aged sons, and enjoys sports, 

long-distance cycling, cooking, and 

camping. 

 

Brittney Ksepka is a new teacher this 

year at RMS.  She teaches seventh 

grade math and social studies.  

Brittney graduated from Illinois 

State University in May, 2007 with a 

degree in middle level education, 

specializing in math, science, and 

social studies.  She did her student 

teaching here at RMS last year and 

is glad to be back. 

 

Jenna Dodd is excited to start her 

teaching career here at RMS and 

hopes for many more years to come 

after this first year.  Many years in 

Batavia have proceeded her since she 

is a Batavia graduate.  She 

graduated from Wartburg College in 

Iowa where she studied art education 

and played varsity soccer all four 

years.  She is looking forward to a 

great year working with the students. 

 

Lisa Hatfield directs the 7
th
 grade 

band, teaches 5
th
 grade lessons at 

HWS, and assists with lessons and 

sectionals for the 6
th
 and 8

th
 grade 

bands.  She graduated Magna Cum 

Laude from VanderCook College of 

Music in May, 2006, and made her 

debut at RMS as a student teacher 

that spring.  She was honored to take 

over for Mrs. Ozsvath during her 

maternity leave last year, and even 

more excited to be back again this 

year!  When not conducting, Mrs. 

Hatfield plays in pit orchestras, 

saxophone ensembles, and is a 

Chicago call for the rock band 
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ô10,000 Maniacsô.  Mrs. Hatfield and 

her husband just moved to Aurora to 

be closer to the wonderful people of 

Batavia. 

 

Heather Johnson is a long-term 

substitute for Kathy Mills.  Heather 

graduated from Aurora University 

with her teaching degree in 

December, 2005.  She has been with 

BPS since 2003.  Heather has been 

living in Batavia, along with her 

family, for 14 years.  She has 3 

daughters, 2 at LWS and one at 

RMS.  She is very excited to be 

teaching at RMS! 

 

Jessica Matthies graduated from 

NIU in December, 2005 with a 

masters degree in Special Education.  

She joins RMS as a self-contained 

teacher with the Mid-Valley Special 

Education Cooperative.  Jessica 

worked as a teaching assistant with 

the Mid-Valley program at RMS in 

the 2004-2005 school year.  She is 

excited to be back with her own 

classroom.  She looks forward to 

working with the students and staff 

again! 

 

Julie Neece is excited to be starting 

her school counseling career at 

RMS.  Prior to joining the staff, Julie 

worked as a counselor in private 

practice and other community 

settings.  She received her masters 

degree from Purdue University and 

her school counseling endorsement 

from National Louis University.  

When she is not spending time with 

her husband and two young sons, 

she enjoys traveling, cooking and 

scrapbooking.  Julie is currently the 

counselor for sixth graders, and is 

looking forward to working with the 

class of 2014 during their time at 

RMS! 

 

Amy Liska is a new teacher this year 

at RMS.  Last year she completed a 

six month maternity leave sub 

position in 6
th
 grade at RMS.  This 

year she is teaching Lit/Lang and 

Social Studies on Team 7-2.  

Teaching is a second career for Amy, 

after many years working in the field 

of athletic training and 

rehabilitation.  She received her 

masters of education from DePaul 

University in December, 2006.  In 

her free time she enjoys reading, 

mountain biking, and planning her 

wedding with her fiancé, John. 

 

Stephanie East is teaching Mrs. 

Bennettôs computer classes during 

her maternity leave.  Mrs. East has 

an extensive background in 

education including private, public 

and corporate training.  Her 

experience ranges from teaching 

grades 4-12 and spending 15 years as 

a corporate computer trainer.  She 

has spent many years as a co-

director of a wilderness adventure 

camp teaching topics such as rock 

climbing, back packing and 

wilderness survival.  Her passion for 

education and the wilderness led her 
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to obtain a masters degree in 

Outdoor Education in 2006. 

 

Kendra Regas has joined the RMS 

staff this year as a 7
th
 grade math 

teacher.  She has five years 

experience teaching math at the 

middle school level.  Kendra and her 

husband have recently relocated to 

the area from Bourbonnais.  They 

are both looking forwards to being 

part of such a great community. 
  

 

 
 

COUNSELOR'S CORNER 

 
Greetings from the Rotolo Middle School 

Student Services Department!  It has been 

good to meet many parents already, and the 

counselors invite you to call and make an 

appointment with your childôs counselor if 

you have questions or concerns during the 

school year.  A great time to meet with the 

school counselor is during the 

Teacher/Conference day on November 8.  

Please contact us at 879-4628 if you would 

like a private conference with your childôs 

counselor on that day. 

We want to welcome our brand new 6
th
 

grade counselor, Mrs. Julie Neece, to Rotolo 

Middle School!  Mrs. Neece has previously 

worked in private practice, counseling 

young teenagers and families.  She has 

already met all of her sixth graders by doing 

an introductory lesson in each sixth grade 

class, and she has started to get to know her 

students by meeting and interviewing them 

in groups of six.  Mrs. Neece and her sixth 

graders are off to a great start. 

7
th
 grade counselor, Ms. Susan Arch, is also 

enjoying a wonderful start to the year.  She 

has visited each 7
th
 grade class and 

presented a short lesson called ñTen Tips for 

Talking to Teachers.ò   Some students have 

already tried out some of the tips!  Ms. Arch 

has also begun meeting with her students in 

small groups; most of these kids have even 

remembered the goals they set in their small 

groups last year.  Itôs been fun for Ms. Arch 

to see how her students have grown and 

changed over the summer. 

We hope to be able to soon welcome a new 

8
th
 grade counselor.  Until that time, Ms. 

Arch and Mrs. Neece are meeting with 8
th
 

graders who leave notes on the message 

board, as well as taking phone calls and 

questions from parents of 8
th
 graders.   

We want to remind all parents that our 

middle school counselors ñloopò with their 

students; in other words, the counselor that 

starts with a group of students in 6
th
 grade 

ñstays with themò all through their three 

years at RMS.  This way, each counselor can 

get to know her students and their parents so 

that if/when typical adolescent problems 

occur, the kids and adults already know each 

other.  Please know that our main goal with 

your students is to provide problem-solving 

support and encouragement for them so that 

they can focus on being academically 

successful middle schoolers. 

 

Again ï please let us know if/when we can 

be of assistance to you! 

 
 

 

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER 
 

October, 2007 Newsletter 

 

Visit the Rotolo LMC website for reading 

ideas, upcoming news, and helpful websites. 

You can get to the Library Media Center at 

http://rms.bps101.net/lmc or through the 

Rotolo Middle School website. 

Electronic resources can be accessed 

from home using passwords. Go to the 

http://rms.bps101.net/lmc
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LMC Homepage then to Websites.  Be 

sure to check out all the other grade level 

resources on the Website page too! 

World Book Online : Username ð 

rotolo       *Purchased by the Batavia 

Motherõs Club 
                                Password ð 

bulldog 

Britannica Online :    Username ð

bataviasd  

                  Password- 

bataviasd  

      EBSCO (journal, newspaper and 

magazine articles)  

                                Username - bms 

                                Password ð 

bulldog 

     First Search  (journal and reference 

articles)  

                                      Username ð 100-

116-695  

                                       Password ð 

bulldog 
 

 

We will be having an In -Store Book Fair at 

Barnes and Noble in the Geneva 

Commons on Saturday October 13
th

 all 

day. A percentage of your purchases that 

day will benefit our LMC. Students from 

RMS artwork will be displayed around the 

store!  Come and browse, pick up a good 

read and visit the café! Please take the 

voucher printed at the end of this newsletter 

or ask for one at the store. 

 

Bulldog Book Club @ Lunch began on 

Sept. 21. We will be meeting, eating and 

talking about books every third Friday of the 

month at lunch. This is a great way to meet 

friends, talk about books and eat in the 

library!   Sign up in the LMC and come join 

us!  

 

Battle of the Books will take off at 

November 1
st
!  This is a reading incentive 

program where students make their own 

teams, read 12 selected books between their 

teammates and compete (or battle) against 

other teams by answering book trivia. Titles 

will be revealed and team sign up will start 

November 1.  Battles begin in January! Last 

year we had over 200 students sign up for 

this exciting competitive club. Look for 

more information on the LMC website. 

 

Our Scholastic Book Fair is scheduled for 

November 29 ï December 7.  If you can 

volunteer your time to help email Mrs. Cook 

at kelly.cook@bps101.net. Look for the 

Evening Book Fair Event with music, 

refreshments and time to browse with your 

child! 

 

Thank you for encouraging your children to 

read. 

 

 
Science Olympiad ï Does your child 

love science? 
Itôs time to form a Rotolo Middle School 

Science Olympiad team!  RMS seeks a 

group of dedicated parents to help organize 

the first-ever competitive Division B 

Science Olympiad team.   

The one thing that will help a new team 

succeed is the involvement of a handful of 

parents to help with event study and 

practices.  Any 6
th
, 7

th
, or 8

th
 grader at RMS 

can participate.  Meetings will begin in mid-

October.  If you would like to be a parent 

volunteer or you think your child would 

enjoy being on the Science Olympiad team, 

please contact Nicol Christianson at 

nicol.christianson@bps101.net.  Right now, 

we are assessing student and parent interest 

in the program.  Details will follow.  

Thanks! 

 

mailto:kelly.cook@bps101.net
mailto:nicol.christianson@bps101.net
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RMS 7
th

 and 8
th

 Grade 

Fall Play 

Truckstop Chili  
 

Whoôs your all-time favorite band?  

Truckstop Chili, of course.  Well 

folks, fall is here again and that means 

that RMS is preparing itsô autumn 

cornucopia of dramatic 

entertainmenté the More Cowbell 

Players starring in Truckstop Chili.  

The play takes place in a dinky little 

town called Gizzard, at a beauty-

parlor-slash-auto-garage called 

ñLeroyôs Clip nô Dip.ò What happens 

when some Hollywood big shots roll 

in to shoot a movie there, and some of 

the local yokels (including the 

legendary jug band Truckstop Chili) 

get involved?  Well shewet, ya better 

git on down to RMS ta find out, then.  

The showôs world premiere is Friday 

11/16 and itsô closing night is 

Saturday 11/17é and both shows are 

at 7pm.  Tickets donôt need to be 

purchased in advance, jest show up 

anô git ready to have a good olô time.  

$3 for adults, $2 for students/seniors 

and $0 for the kiddies.  See yôall 

there!! 

 
ART CLUB  

ATTENTION all you right brain thinkerséART 

CLUB starts next week!!  The first meetings will 

be informational and will only last until 3:30.  

There are two different groups:  Monet Art Club 

will meet on Tuesdays after school and the 

Picasso Art Club will meet on Thursdays after 

school.  Canôt wait to see the junior DaVincis, 

Michelangelos, Kahlos and Cassats!!  If you 

need more information please email 

Jenna.Dodd@bps101.net 

 

BIKE CLUB  

Pumped up and ready to ride!  Once again the 

RMS Bike Club is riding strong.  Students ride 

to different locations each Tuesday.  Our trips 

have included Fabyan forest preserve, Westside 

and Island Parks as well as a stop at A&W in 

North Aurora.  Whether you are an avid bike 

rider or someone who enjoys an afternoon of 

exercise with friends, students are welcome to 

join us for our next trip.  We meet on Tuesdays 

from 3:15-5PM, weather permitting.  If you 

canôt get your tires pumped up this fall, we will 

ride again in the spring.  For more information, 

your can contact Lynn.Swider@bps101.net or  

Laura.Abraham@bps101.net 

 

 

 
Upcoming Music Department 

Dates    
 

October 1
st
-22

nd
  Music Buffs 

Holiday Fundraiser 

October 12
th

 ï 6
th

 grade Orchestra 

Lock-In from 3-9PM in Room 006 

October 19
th

 ï 6
th
 grade Choir 

Lock-In from 5-11PM in Room 005 

October 25
th

 ï RMS Choirs 

óDynamic Fallô Concert at 7:30PM 

(students arrive by 6:45PM) in the 

gym 

October 29
th

 ï 7
th

/8
th

 grade band 

óMasqueradeô concert at 7:30PM 

(students arrive by 6:45PM) in the 

gym 

October 30
th

 ï 6
th

 grade band fall 

concert at 7:30PM (students arrive 

by 6:45PM) in the gym 

November 5
th

 ï RMS Orchestra 

óFireside Talesô concert at 7:30PM 

mailto:Jenna.Dodd@bps101.net
mailto:Lynn.Swider@bps101.net
mailto:Laura.Abraham@bps101.net


 

Rotolo Middle School Parent Newsletter Page 12 

(students arrive by 6:45PM) in the 

gym 

December 1
st
 ï Music Buffs 

fundraiser order pick ïup at BHS 

 

 
 

 

 

RMS IS NOW COLLECTINGéé  

 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

Check the top of General Mills products for 

labels. Each  ñBox Topò is worth .10c to our 

school! Box Tops may be sent to your 

childôs Advisory teacher or to the Main 

Office.  

 

 

Attention  

All 7 th  and 8 th  Grade Girls 
Volleyball  

Important 

Information:  

Mark your calendars  

 

Tryouts for the 08 -09 school 
year will be BEFORE the first 
day of attendance for next 
yearõs team!    
 

Date  7th grade 
Time  

8th grade 
Time  

 

Tuesday, 

August 12, 

2008 

 

 

10:00 ïNoon 

(12) 

 

1:00-3:00pm 

Wednesday, 

August 13, 

2008 

 

10:00-Noon 

(12) 

 

1:00-3:00pm 

 

 

Thursday, 

August 14, 

2008 

 

10:00-Noon 

(12) 

 

1:00-3:00pm 

 

 

Friday, 

August 15, 

2008 

 

 

No Tryouts 

 

No Tryouts 

 

Monday, 

August 18, 

2008 

 

First day of 

practice as a 

team (3:15-

5:00) 

First day of 

practice as a 

team (3:15-

5:00) 

 

Tuesday, 

August 19, 

2008 

 

  

Practice 

3:15-5:00 

 

Practice 

3:15-5:00 

Wednesday, 

August 20, 

2008 

 

First day of 

student 

attendance:  

Practice 

3:15-5:00 

 

First day of 

student 

attendance:  

Practice 

3:15-5:00 

  
  All tryouts will be in the big 
gym and the tiled gym.  

 Proper dress (gym 
clothes, gym shoes, no 
jewelry, etc.)  

 All girls interested in 
making the team, MUST 
attend all three tryout 
dates!!!  

 Season schedule will be 
given after school starts.  

 Sports physicals will be 
needed in order to play in 
the first game ( August 
30 th) 
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 Any questions contact Ms. 
Michalisko or Ms. Buckley 
at 879 -4620.  

 SPREAD THE WORD!!!  
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

    
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

    
 

 

 



 

Rotolo Middle 
School  LMC  

 

Rotolo Middle 
School  LMC  

 

Rotolo Middle 
School  LMC  

 Saturday  
Oct. 13 , 200 7 

102 Commons Drive  
Geneva, IL 60134  

 

Saturday  
Oct. 13 , 200 7 

102 Commons Drive  
Geneva, IL 60134  

 

Saturday  
Oct. 13 , 200 7 

102 Commons Drive  
Geneva, IL 60134  

 


